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Introduction 

At the end of Grade 10 and at the end of Grade 12 students at the International School 

Mainfranken take internationally recognised examinations in a range of subjects. In grade 10 they 

sit examinations in the Cambridge International General Certificate in Secondary Education (IGCSE) 

and in grade 12 the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). 

The certification provided by these examining bodies is recognised all over the world and, in the 

case of the IB Diploma Programme allows students to apply for university places internationally. 

For those students who are planning to remain or study in Germany, the Ministry of Education in 

Bavaria (where the International School Mainfranken is located) can provide certification that 

these qualifications have met the requirements to be recognised as either the Middle School 

Leaving Certificate (mittlerer Schulabschluss or mittlere Reife) or the High School Leaving 

Certificate (allgemeine Hochschulzugangsqualifikation or Abitur). 

In order for the Department of Certificate Recognition (Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle) to recognise a 

student’s international qualifications certain criteria need to be met. 

This handbook has been compiled to help those families who intend in pursue recognition of their 

qualifications for study or work within Germany and consists of checklists to guide you through the 

process. It is intended to support the official information available on the website of the Bavarian 

Ministry of Education: 

https://www.km.bayern.de/schueler/abschluesse/zeugnisanerkennung.html  

If you require any further support, please contact the ISM Office directly for an appointment. 
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https://www.km.bayern.de/schueler/abschluesse/zeugnisanerkennung.html


 

Recognition of the IGCSE as equivalent to the “mittlerer Schulabschluss” 

 

Students write their IGCSE examinations at the end of grade 10. The Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle is 

the German government agency which evaluates the IGCSE certificates. When all terms and 

conditions are met the IGCSE is recognized as the equivalent into to the “mittlerer 

Schulabschluss”. 

Checklist of steps to follow if a student wishes to leave ISM at the end of grade 10 

Subject Requirements (selected at the start of the grade 9 year) 
  

ǒ Two languages (at first language level) 

ǒ Combined Science 

ǒ Math 

ǒ Geography 

 
 

ẽ  

ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 

Grade Requirements 
 
Students must earn a minimum of a C in each exam subject 

ẽ 

Contact Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle 
 
Contact via phone or email in January of 10th grade year. Explain that your student will 
be leaving ISM after the IGCSE exams. At this time also explain your future plans 
(another school, internship or work placement). This will allow the 
Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle to assist with the admissions process prior to the arrival of 
the official IGCSE results. 
 email:            zastby@zast.bayern.de 
 telephone:   +49 (0)89 38 38 49 0 

ẽ 

Pick up certificates at ISM 
 
Official IGCSE exam certificates arrive in October.  
ISM will contact former families upon their arrival. 

ẽ 

Complete the Application 
  
ǒ Complete the application form available at: 

https://www.km.bayern.de/schueler/abschluesse/zeugnisanerkennung.html 

(samples are available to view in the appendices)  

ǒ Submit to Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle. 

ǒ Be sure to submit all required supporting documents 

ǒ Check the box “as equivalent to a medium level of education “ 

  

 

ẽ 
 
 
ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 
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Checklist of steps to follow for students remaining at ISM who wish to have their IGCSE’s 

recognised as equivalent to the “Mittlerer Schulabschluss” 

Subject Requirements (selected at the start of the grade 9 year) 
  

ǒ Two languages (at first language level) 

ǒ Combined Science 

ǒ Math 

ǒ Geography 

 
 

ẽ  

ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 

Grade Requirements 
 
Students must earn a minimum of a C in each exam subject 

ẽ 

Pick up certificates at ISM 
 
Official IGCSE exam certificates arrive in October.  
ISM will give certificates to the students on their arrival. 

ẽ 

Complete the Application 
  
ǒ Complete the application form available at: 

https://www.km.bayern.de/schueler/abschluesse/zeugnisanerkennung.htm

l (samples are available to view in the appendices)  

ǒ Submit to Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle. 

ǒ Be sure to submit all required supporting documents 

ǒ Check the box “as equivalent to a medium level of education “ 

  

 

ẽ 
 
 
ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 
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Recognition of the IB Diploma as equivalent to the “allgemeine 

Hochschulzugangsqualifikation” 

Students write their IB Diploma examinations at the end of grade 12. The 

Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle is the German government agency which evaluates the IB certificates. 

When all terms and conditions are met the IB Diploma will be recognized as the equivalent of the 

“allgemeine Hochschulzugangsqualifikation” (Abitur). 

Subject Requirements (selected at the end of the grade 10 year) 
  
6 subjects (3 at SL/ 3 at HL) including: 

ǒ two languages at Level A or B (at least one of which is a continued foreign Language A 

or Language B HL) 

ǒ One Science 

ǒ Mathematics 

ǒ One social science 

*NB. Either mathematics or science must be taken at Higher Level 

 
 
 

ẽ 
 
ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 

Grade Requirements 
 

ǒ Students must earn a minimum of 4 in each exam subject 

ǒ Students must have a total of 24 points 

 

*NB if a 3 is earned in one subject, it can be compensated with a 5 in another subject at the 

same or higher level 

 
 

ẽ 
ẽ 

Inform IB Coordinator by end of April 

 

ǒ By the end of April(12th grade year) inform the IB coordinator that an evaluation of 

the IB Diploma is requested. 

ǒ The ISM DP coordinator will inform the IBO to send a copy of the exam results 

directly to the Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle. 

ẽ 

Complete the Application by the end of April 
  
ǒ Complete the application form available at: 

https://www.km.bayern.de/schueler/abschluesse/zeugnisanerkennung.html 

(samples are available to view in the appendices)  

ǒ Submit to Zeugnisanerkennungsstelle by the end of April (Grade 12 year). 

ǒ Be sure to submit all required supporting documents 

ǒ Check the box “to gain admission to University “ 

 

ẽ 
 
 
ẽ 
ẽ 
ẽ 
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Appendix 1: Information Sheet from the Bavarian Ministry of Education concerning 

recognition of foreign qualifications  1

1 Source: https://www.km.bayern.de/download/3477_mb_ib_allgemeine_informationen_stand_4.2017.pdf  
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